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The Ecosystem model enables us to:
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assess the sustainability of our systems

see how the types and relative quantities of our inputs and outputs differ
from healthy natural ecosystems- our models of Best Practice

guesstimate, estimate or actually measure the quantities of these inputs
and outputs and their environmental footprint

look at the gap between where we are now and where we want to be
using healthy natural ecosystems as our modelsf Best Practice

use a Gap Analysis to highlightpriorities or points of leveragefor
improving our systems

prioritise Permaculture and other sustainability design tools and resources
that can help us

monitor and evaluate our progress in creating more regenerative systems
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Design your system tad

favoid inputs of non -renewable natural resources and

energy

Aeduce your inputs of renewable resources

Aeduce your inputs of energy embodied in materialsyou

bring into your system
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Small holding with pigs, chickens, ducks and
turkeys in fixed yards and a separate veggie

garden

Humans busy
buying feed,
feeding animals,
cleaning yards ,
making and

spreading
compost, and
working off the
farm to pay all the
feed and Vet bills

Permaculture
makeover
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Humans not so
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and pigs in situ
composting with
their shit and

scratching
around!
Non-human
biological
energy!




How would the
ecosystem models
for these household
systemsdiffer?

From Material World: A Global Family
Portrait, by PeterMenzel




Summary

By |l ooking at our ecosystem
Agauge how well our system is performing &
environmentally, socially and financially

Ause the types and quantities of inputs and outputs to
prioritise actions, improving the performance of our

systems
Amonitor and evaluate our progress in creating more

regenerative systems

PERMACULTURE PRINCIPLES,

TOOLS AND PRACTICES
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